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So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that when 
the House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE COMMEMO-
RATING 100-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
OF FIRST USE OF POISON GAS 

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, today 
represents the 100-year anniversary of 
the first use of poison gas on Earth. On 
April 22, 1915, chlorine gas was sent 
crawling in favorable winds over Flan-
ders Fields from German positions into 
positions held by the French. This 
sowed terror and agony for the first 
time. 

I would like for everyone present and 
everyone listening to pause for a mo-
ment to think of everyone who has died 
in the last 100 years from poison gas, 
including everyone who is dying today 
in Syria. 

Mr. Speaker, many people in Amer-
ica were horrified at the ‘‘60 Minutes’’ 
presentation of the sarin attacks and 
the footage that that included. It is 
horrifying to think that chlorine is 
also being used in that war today. 

There is a reason that we put chem-
ical weapons in a separate category, 
never to be used by any nation in any 
war. Let us just pause and think for a 
moment and rededicate ourselves to 
ridding the entire world of chemical 
weapons forever. 

f 

b 1645 

TRIBUTE TO ED MEAD 

(Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, last month, our world bid 
farewell to Ed Mead, a former presi-
dent, copublisher, editor, columnist, 
and all-around legend of the Erie 
Times-News in Erie, Pennsylvania, a 
paper founded by his grandfather in 
1888. 

Mr. Mead leaves behind an extraor-
dinary legacy in the newspaper busi-

ness and in the community of Erie, the 
city where he was born and spent so 
much of his life devoted to connecting 
with people. 

Mr. Mead was often referred to as 
‘‘the voice of Erie,’’ leading a long and 
distinguished career that included 
more than 14,000 features for his ‘‘Odds 
and Ends’’ column, one that appealed 
to so many people throughout our re-
gion. 

Mr. Mead was so committed to serv-
ing his family’s newspaper that, after 
graduating from Princeton University 
in 1949, he turned down a contract to 
play professional football in the Na-
tional Football League’s Detroit Lions 
club; instead, he decided to return to 
work in Erie for the next 63 years at 
the Erie Times. 

Although Mr. Mead’s passing will 
long be felt at the Erie Times Pub-
lishing Company and in the entire city 
of Erie and in the entire community, 
we know he now rests in heaven. 

As is true of all legends, Ed Mead 
may be gone, but he will surely never 
be forgotten. 

f 

PINELLAS PARK POLICE CHIEF 
DORENE THOMAS 

(Mr. JOLLY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize someone who has been de-
scribed as a trailblazer, a pioneer, and 
a woman of firsts: Pinellas Park Police 
Chief Dorene Thomas who, on this Fri-
day, will retire after four decades of 
public service. 

Thomas became the first sworn fe-
male police officer at the Pinellas Park 
Police Department in 1980. In fact, 
when she started, the evidence room 
was located in the men’s locker room, 
something she would eventually 
change. 

In 2000, Thomas became the depart-
ment’s first female police chief, but she 
often said she would simply prefer to 
be known as a good police chief rather 
than a female police chief. 

Five years ago, she was elected presi-
dent of the Florida Police Chiefs Asso-
ciation, another first for women. She 
has also started intensive crisis inter-
vention training, which teaches offi-
cers how to work with people with be-
havioral or mental health challenges. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to rec-
ognize a person who has helped keep 
our citizens safe, to honor a person who 
has led with courage, kindness, grace, 
and understanding. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Chief Thomas for her selfless 
years of service. Thank you for making 
Pinellas County a safer place, and 
thank you to all the men and women 
who, today, serve on the front lines of 
law enforcement. 

Chief Thomas, enjoy your retire-
ment. You have very well earned it. 
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